
Research Summary - George Wrisley – 11/22/2007 
 
 
1. Sources 
 a. Rev War Pension File (his service and some kids and grandkids) 
 b. Will of Goerge Wrisley (kids and some grandkids) 
 c. Glastonbury VR (his DOB and parents) 
 d. Records of Green Cemetery (names and VRs for wife and kids, etc.) 
 e. Censuses 1790-1830) (family structure, kids VRs and marr. dates) 
 f. small newspaper items (associates) 
 g. Risley genealogy (parents, etc.) 
 h. Jacobus article in TAG (parents, etc.) 
 i. Glastonbury land records 
 
2. What I need to prove for the DAR 
 a. Lovina was married to Timothy (death certificates of Henry and Cyrus) 
 b. Lovina is his daughter (pension file, will) 
 c. his service (pension file) 
 d. his and wife’s VRs  (nice to have) 
 e. family VRs (nice to have) 
 
3. What I would like for myself 
 a. wife’s name and dates (is she the mother of all his children) 
 
 
 
 
The Pension Evidence 
 
The pension file contains a fairly detailed account of George Wrisley’s service, primarily as a teamster 
during the Revolutionary War.  It also contains quite a few affidavits, including ones by his brother Samuel 
and another person named Richard Smith who is close to him in age and has known him all his life.  
George applied for a pension in 1832 at age 70 and was awarded $50 a year initially.  This was later 
increased to $80 per year sometime before he died in 1840.  These amounts were both based on service 
as a private. 
 
In 1846 and again in 1857, his surviving children petitioned for more money to be paid based on the fact 
that he served as a teamster and should have been given the higher teamster pension amount of $180 
per year.  The first application, from Abner Wrisley, Polly Xena Price and Lovina Vibert was approved and 
they were paid an extra $80 per year for about 8-9 years.  The second petition, by Abner and Polly Xena 
(Lovina having died in 1848) apparently is claiming that the amount should have been $192, not $180 
based on the argument that others in Connecticut who had similar service were paid $192 per year.  But it 
isn’t clear if they got the extra $12 per year. 
 
Aside from the interesting descriptions of George’s service, etc., the primary genealogical evidence 
provided by the pension file are the following: 
 1. George’s DOB of 21 March 1762 (which exactly matches the published VR date for Job’s  
  son George). 
 2. The fact that George had a brother Samuel who also served. 
 3. The fact that George had three surviving children by 1846 Abner Wrisley, Polly Xena  
  Price and Lovina (or Lovinia) Vibert. 
 



The Census Evidence 
 
George is apparently in all censuses for which he is eligible.  He is in Glastonbury for every one except 
1820 where he is listed in Wethersfield.  But it appears that all of Glastonbury was enumerated as 
Wethersfield in this census for some reason.  In general, the census evidence seems to verify the 
children I have located in other sources. 
 
1790 –  George Risley – East Hartford, Hartford County, Connecticut  
 1 male 16 and over  - George, age 28 
 2 males under 16  - Parismus, age 2 
       Jonathan, age 1 
 2 females   - Mary (wife), age 21 
       Polly Xena, age 3 
 George Risley - Glastonbury, Hartford County, Connecticut  
 1 male 16 and over  - George, age 28 
 3 males under 16  - Parismus, age 2 
       Jonathan, age 1 
       ? 
 2 females   - Mary (wife), age 21 
       Polly Xena, age 3 
 
Note – there are two candidate George Risleys in Connecticut in 1790 (see above), one in East Hartford 
and the other in Glastonbury.  The East Hartford guy is living only a few doors down from the Viberts and 
is actually a better match for our George than the one in Glastonbury who has an extra male child.  One 
possibility is that the Glastonbury George, who has one more son, is the same as the East Hartford one 
but they moved from East Hartford to Glastonbury during the census period and had another child who 
did not survive long.  The enumeration period for the 1790 census was pretty long. 
There is also a third George Risley also located in East Hartford on the same page as the one above.  He 
is called George Risley 2

nd
 (so he’s probably younger) and he doesn’t have enough kids to be our guy.  

He may be George Risley, son of Nathaniel and Ruth (Cadwell) Risley (and brother of Stephen Risley 
who is on the same census page) who was baptized 5/28/1769.  Roy Goold thinks he may be the one 
who married Jennie Scoville in 1794 but, if so, it must have been a second marriage since he seems to 
be already married in 1790. 
 
1800 George Rislie - Glastonbury, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 45 and over  - ? 
 1 male 26-44   - George, age 38 
 2 males 10-15   - Parismus, age 12 
       Jonathan, age 11 (dies in 1804) 
 2 males under 10  - Abner, age 5 
     - George S., age 2 
 1 female 26-44   - Mary, age 31 
 1 female 10-15   - Polly Xena, age 13 
 1 female under 10  - Lovina, age 8 
 
Note – I did not find any other George Risleys in Connecticut in 1800 and this Glastonbury guy is perfect 
except for the one extra older male. 
 
1810 George Wrisley - Glastonbury, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 45 and over  - George, age 48 
 1 male 16-25   - Parismus, age 22 (marries 1810-1814) 
 2 male 10-15   - Abner, age 15 (marries 1818) 
       George S., age 12 
 1 female 26-44   - Mary, age 41 
 1 female 16-25   - Polly Xena, age 23 (marries 1810-1815) 
 1 female 10-15   - Lovina, age 18 (marries abt 1812) 
 



Note – There is another George Risley in Connecticut in 1810 in Berlin but he is younger and doesn’t 
have enough children.  Again, this Glastonbury guy is a perfect match. 
 
1820 George Wrisley - Wethersfield, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 45 and over  - George, age 58 
 1 male age 16-25  - George S., age 22 (marries 1820-1824) 
 1 female 45 and over  - Mary, age 51 (dies 1826) 
 George Wrisley - Hartford, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 45 and over  - George, age 58 
 1 male 26-45   - Parismus, age 32 
 2 males age 16-25  - Abner, age 25 
       George S., age 22 
 1 male under 10  - George Risley, age 4 or Male2, age 0-5 
 1 female 45 and over  - Mary, age 51 (dies 1826) 
 1 female 26-45   - Tryphenia, age 31 
       Pamela, age 29 
 2 females 10-16   - ? 
 Parismus Wrisley - Wethersfield, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 26-45   - Parismus, age 32 
 2 males under 10  - George Risley, age 4 
       ? (Male2, age 0-5) 
 1 female 26-45   - Tryphenia, age 31 
 Abner Wrisley - Wethersfield, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 16-26   - Abner, age 25 
 1 male under 10  - ? (Male1, age 0-1) 
 1 female 16-26   - Pamela, age 29 
 1 female under 10  - Amelia, age 0 
 Samuel Price - Wethersfield, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 26-45   - Samuel, age 35 
 2 males under 10  - George S., age 1 
       ? (Male2, age 0-1) 
 1 female 26-45   - Polly Xena, age 32 
 2 females 10-16   - ? 
 1 female under 10  - Julia, age 4 
 
Note – the whole family seems to be in Wethersfield (see below) but there is another George Risley in 
Hartford in 1820 with a much larger family.  It’s possible that this is our George counted twice, this time 
with all his sons living with him.  The adults match up perfectly but Parismus’ and Abner’s kids don’t seem 
right and there are two older girls (age 10-16) I can’t explain at all.  It’s interesting that the Samuel Price 
family also has two unidentified girls the same age. 
The Glastonbury 1820 census (in Ancestry, at least) is only 1 page long while the Wethersfield is 34 
pages (compared to 22 for Hartford).  So I think the Glastonbury and Wethersfield pages somehow got 
combined into Wethersfield and George was actually still in Glastonbury. 
 
1830 – George Risley - Glastonbury, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 60-69   - George, age 68 (dies 2/19/1840) 
 1 male 20-30   - George S., age 32 
 1 male 15-19   - ? 
 1 male 5-9   - Winthrop, age 6 
 1 male under 5   - Ransom, age 1 
 1 female 20-29   - Sarah, age 30 
 1 female under 5  - Ann Statira, age 5 
 Parismus Risley - Glastonbury, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 40-50   - Parismus, age 42 (dies 1/17/1836) 
 2 males 10-15   - George, age 14 
       ? (Male2, age 10-15) 
 2 males 5-10   - ? (Male3, age 5-10) 



       ? (Male4, age 5-10) 
 1 female 30-40   - Tryphenia, age 41 
 1 female 5-10   - ? (Female 2, age 5-10) 
 2 females under 5  - ? (Female3, age 0-5) 
       ? (Female4, age 0-5) 
 Abner Risley - Glastonbury, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 30-40   - Abner, age 35 
 1 male 10-15   - ? (Male1, age 14) 
 1 male under 5   - ? (Male2, age 0-5) 
 1 female 30-40   - Pamela, age 39 
 1 female 5-10   - ? (Female 2, age 5-10) 
 Samuel Price  - Glastonbury, Hartford County, Connecticut 
 1 male 40-50   - Samuel, age 45 
 1 male 15-20   - ?, (Male2, age 10-20) 
 1 male 10-15   - George, age 11 
 1 male 5-10   - ?, (Male3, age 5-10) 
 1 female 40-50   - Polly Xena, age 42 
 1 female 20-30   - ? – one of the two extra in 1820? 
 1 female 10-15   -  Julia, age 14 
 
Note – I did not find any other George Risleys in Connecticut in 1830. 
 
1840 – George died before the census on 2/19/1840. 
Note – I found two George Risleys in Connecticut in 1840.  One, in Somers, is actually an excellent match 
for our George.  He is age 77 and a Rev War pensioner.  The only problem is that George died on 
2/19/1840.  Also, this man in Somers is married and, of course, he is in Somers which is not one of 
George’s previous haunts.  The wife and the place could both be explained by assuming George married 
a lady from Somers sometime after 1830 and relocated there – it would not be unusual for a man, even 
someone his age, to remarry after losing their wife.  But he doesn’t mention her in his will and the DOD 
thing is a mystery.  But he could be the George Risley referenced in the RFA 1988 material on Risley 
Revolutionary War Soldiers,  This George joined in MA but did live in Somers at various times.  There is 
no DOD given in the RFA material. 
The other George, in Glastonbury, seems too young for even George S. and is probably Parismus’ son 
George.  I did not find George S. but I did find a Smith Risley whose family looks good (except that Sarah 
is missing).  He is on the same page as Parismus’ widow Tryphenia.  It is interesting that there are 
apparently two instances of the name George Smith in the family (the second one being George Smith 
Price, son of Polly Xena).  Perhaps Smith is a possible maiden name for Mary Wrisley – there were 
certainly plenty of Smiths in the Wethersfield-Glastonbury area. 
 
 
The Will Evidence 
 
George’s will is dated February 3, 1840 and he died less than three weeks later on the 19

th
.  It was 

proved on March 5, 1840 but the distribution was not completed until February 3, 1843.  On the one hand, 
it seems to be a normal kind of will, covering all of his children in turn, but it does have two strange 
features.  First is his unusual treatment of his youngest son George S.  Without actually leaving him 
anything, he spends the whole first section of the will saying that he should be well taken care of out of 
the portions left to his wife and children.   
 
The second unusual feature is that portion left to the family of George S., which is laid out in great detail 
and turns out to be worth a total of almost $4000 – about 57% of the total value of the estate.  The two 
grandsons – Winthrop, age 16 and Ransom, age 11 – received land and other property worth $1662 each 
and there are smaller amounts for their sister Ann Statira and their mother Sarah, who also receives a life 
interest in certain properties.  The two boys are also the residual legatees. 
 
The other surviving son, Abner, receives the largest single portion – worth $1695.  No separate mention 
is made of his wife or his children, who may have numbered as many as five (living).  Next comes the 



widow and children (possibly as many as 7 still living), all unnamed, of Parismus who died in 1836.  They 
receive land worth $720 as a group.  Then come the Prices.  Both Polly Xena and Samuel get separate, 
smallish legacies totaling $320 for the family.  Their children are not mentioned (they seem to have had 
about 5).  And last comes Lovina who receives land valued at $96.  Again, there is no mention of her 
family either. 
 
All in all, this is a pretty substantial estate, mostly consisting of land.  It verifies the information that was 
already provided by the pension, census and cemetery records and is especially valuable in confirming 
assumptions about the relationship of the two adult sons who died before the pension appeal. 
 
Finally, it has one other interesting feature.  It mentions twice that particular pieces of land are owned by 
George in common with the heirs of Mary Wrisley.  It seems to me likely that Mary is his deceased wife 
who owned these properties in her own right (perhaps inherited from a parent) and left them to her 
husband and children. 
 
This may be the most valuable part of this will since it opens up several avenues for trying to determine 
her maiden name.  First, she may have left probate records herself.  Second, she may be mentioned in 
other probate records.  Third, there should be some mention of her in the land records concerning those 
parcels. 
 
 
The Green Cemetery Evidence 
 
George is buried in the Green Cemetery in Glastonbury.  Luckily, most* of his immediate family members 
are buried there as well.  One thing that is pretty clear from the information below is that (unless he had 
two wives both named Mary), George Wrisley’s only wife and the mother of all his children is the Mary 
Wrisley buried here with him.  This is based on the fact that Jonathan Wrisley, b. abt 1789 is specifically 
labeled “son of George and Mary” and George Wrisley, b.1794 is as well and since she was born 
between them in 1792, Lovina must have the same mother.  Since Mary lived until 1826, we can also 
assume that the two children, Abner and George S., born after 1794 are also hers.  So that just leaves 
Polly Xena, b. abt 1787 and Parismus, b. abt 1788.  But since they were born so close to each other and 
Jonathan, it seems highly unlikely that they had a different mother.  In addition, Polly Xena named one of 
her sons George Smith Price which seems to indicate her mother was a Smith. 
 
Row/# Name DOB DOD Notes 
33/9 Emeline P. Wrisley 8/21/1823 2/1/1856 this is Emeline P. House, the 

wife of Winthrop Wrisley.  
The stone is badly damaged. 

34/24 George Wrisle 1762 2/19/1840  
34/23 Mary Wrisle 1769 11/14/1826 wife George 
35/16a Samuel Price 1786 1/31/1857  
35/16b Polly X. Price 1787 3/31/1880 wife Samuel 
35/18 George Wrisley 1798 5/23/1845  
35/19 Tryphenia Wrisley 1790 2/16/1869 wife Parismus 
35/20 Parismus Wrisley 1789 1/17/1836  
35/21 Sophia M. Wrisley 8/1/1814 2/1/1818 dtr Parismus & Tryphenia 
35/22 Jonathan Wrisley 1790 6/7/1804 son George & Mary 
35/23 George Wrisley 1794 12/11/1794 sn George & Mary 
35/24 Charles K. Wrisle 2/20/1844 2/10/1849 son Albert & Sophia 
35/25a Alfred Wrisley 12/16/1823 10/16/1824 son Abner & Pamela 
35/25b Anderson Wrisley 1825 4/8/1829 son Abner & Pamela 
35/26 Pamela Hurlbut Wrisley 11/8/1878 8/8/1888 wife Abner 
35/27 Abner Wrisley 1796 6/7/1860  
  
* Lovina Wrisley Vibert’s grave is in Hockanum Cemetery.  Her DOD is 30 Jul 1848 and she is aged 56. 
 



The Glastonbury Land Records 
 
A deed was signed on December 8, 1803 by Jonathan Smith of Glastonbury and registered with the 
Glastonbury Town Clerk on January 28, 1804.  The grantees are George and Mary Wrislee and two 
pieces of property are deed to them for the consideration “of the natural move and affection I have & do 
bear unto my Son and Daughter George Wrislee and Mary Wrislee his wife of the same Glastonbury”.   
 
This deed, I believe, proves that the wife of George Wrisley was Mary Smith, daughter of Jonathan Smith 
and (according to Hale, House and Related Families) his wife Mary Fox.  The deed is fully transcribed 
below.   Note, the second piece of property mentioned in the deed seems to be the exact same piece of 
land referenced in the bequest to Lovina Vibert in George Wrisley’s will below.. 
 
 
To all People to whom these Presents shall come: Greeting. 
 
Know Ye that Jonathan Smith of Glastonbury in the County of Hartford and State of Connecticut for the 
Consideration of the Natural Love and affection I have & do bear unto my Son and Daughter George 
Wrislee and Mary Wrislee his wife of the same Glastonbury Do give, grant, bargain, sell and confirm unto 
the said George & Mary his wife and to their heirs and assigns forever one Certain piece of land in said 
Glastonbury where I now Dwell containing about twenty acres more or less with the Building thereon 
bounding North partly on land of Sam Wright partly on Land Belonging to the heirs or assigns of Joseph 
Smith decd. West on Wethersfield or Newfound[?] Land South partly on Land of the said George & partly 
on Land of Leonard & Sam Wright & partly on land of Sam Welles East on Land of Samuel House with a 
road & Connecticut River running a Cross it – also one other piece called Shipman Lot containing 
about Twenty five acres more or less bounding North & West on Lands of Philip Sellew Esq South 
on land of John Gaines & East on Proprietors highway. 
 
To Have and To Hold, the above granted and bargained Premises, with the Appurtenances thereof, unto 
them the said George & Mary and unto their Heirs and Assigns forever, to them and their own proper Use 
and Behoof.  And also, I the said Jonathan do for my self and my Heirs, Executors and Administrators, 
covenant with the said George & Mary & their Heirs and Assigns; that at and until the ensealing of these 
Presents I am well seized of the Premises, as a good indefeasible Estate in Fee-simple, and have good 
Right to bargain and sell the same in Manner and Form as is above written, and that the same is free 
from all Incumbrances whatsoever. 
And Furthermore, I the said Jonathan do by these Presents, bind myself and my heirs forever to Warrant 
and Defend the above granted and bargained Premises to them the said George & Mary & to their Heirs 
and Assigns, against all Claims and Demands whatsoever. 
 
In Witness whereof, I have hereunto set my Hand and Seal the eighth Day of December Anno Domini 
1803. 
 
Signed, sealed and delivered     Jonathan Smith  Seal 
In presence of  
Israel Fox 
Philip Sellew 
 
Hartford County – Glastonbury January 17

th
, 1804 

Peesonally appeared, Jonathan Smith, Signer and Sealer of the 
Foregoing Instrument, and acknowledged the same to be his free Act and Deed before me. 
       Philip Sellew, Justice Peace 
 
 



Will of George Wrisley 
 
I George Wrisley of Glastonbury in Hartford County & State of Connecticut do hereby make and declare 
this to be my last will and testament.  After the payment of my just debts, I dispose of my estate as follows 
to wit - 
First  It is my will that my executor furnish and erect grave stones to my memory and to be paid for the 
same from my estate either personal or real. 
2
nd
  It is my will that my son George S. Wrisley have a comfortable & suitable living, both of board 

and clothing medicine? in sickness and all other necessary things for a good comfortable living 
during his natural life out or from that part of my estate given in this will to my daughter in law 
Sarah Wrisley and my three grand children Winthrop Wrisley, Ann Statira Wrisley & Ransom 
Wrisley. 
3
rd
  I give and devise to Sarah Wrisley wife of my son George S. Wrisley during the time she remains his 

wife and should she outlive him then so long as she remains his widow the use and improvement of one 
half of the dwelling house I now live in and the use and improvement of one half of six acres of land on a 
part of which said dwelling house stands.  Also the use and improvement during said time of one third of 
the out buildings adjoining said dwelling house.  Also during said time the use of my Hale lot so called 
containing about eight acres.  Also the use of one half of three acres in my home lot on the west 
side of the highway and to commence at the highway and run west so far as to make said three 
acres – The other half of sd three acres and the other half of the six acres mentioned above is 
owned by the heirs of Mary Wrisle dec’d and is in common and undivided and after the death or 
widowhood of sd Sarah it is my will that all of said property be divided equally between my three 
grandchildren Winthrop Wrisley, Ann Statira Wrisley and Ransom Wrisley, all children of said Sarah.  I 
also give and bequeath to said Sarah all of my china & crockery and glass ware and my household 
furniture. 
4
th
  I give and bequeath and devise to my son Abner Wrisley the place he now lives on with the building 

thereon containing about twenty eight acres of land bounded North on Leonard and Samuel Wright & 
others, East and South on highway, West on James Bulkeley and others.  Also my east pasture so called 
at the Great Swamp containing twelve acres one half acre and eighteen rods.  Also a piece of land 
commencing at the north west corner of said twelve & a half acres & eighteen rods and runs West by the 
side of Ashbel Keney’s land twenty ???? and a half rods wide North & South.  Also a piece of wood land 
at the west end of the Great Swamp,  It is my will that he have the south half which will be thirteen and a 
half rods wide as the whole lot is twenty seven rods wide and about fifty rods long.  Also a  piece of 
meadow land on Keney’s point so called said piece of land goes by the name of Crow Island and contains 
about eight acres my right in said piece is three fourths this owned in common with Hiel Risley who owns 
the other fourth. 
5
th
  I give bequeath and devise to the lawfull children of my son Parismus Wrisley dec’d about four acres 

of land with the buildings thereon bounding North on my ??? home lot, East on Henry House. South on 
Thaddeus Welles, West on highway.  The widow of sd Parismus now lives on a part of said premises.  
Also one half of four acres in Smith meadow so called owned in common and undivided with Abner 
Wrisley.  Also the North half of a piece of Wood land at the Great Swamp the south half I have given in 
this will to Abner Wrisley and it is my will that the widow of my said son Parismus shall have the use and 
improvements of all of said property so long as she remains his widow. 
6
th
  I give bequeath and devise to my daughter Poly Xena Price wife of Samuel Price my Plain lot so 

called containing about eighteen acres. 
7
th
  I give bequeath and devise to my daughter Lovinia Vibert all of my right in and to about twenty 

acres of land called the Shipman lot owned in common and undivided with the heirs of Mary 
Wrisley dec’d. 
8
th
  I give bequeath and devise to my son in law Samuel Price my flag pond lot so called containing abut 

eight acres, 
9
th
  I give bequeath and devise to my two grand children Winthrop Wrisley ?????? Risley all the residue 

and remainder of my estate of every ???? and kind to be equally divided between them. 
10

th
  I appoint Thaddeus Welles executor to this my last will and testament. 

 In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and seal the third day of February AD 1840. 
Signed, Sealed and published by the 
Above named George Wrisle as to for his 
last will & testament in presence of us the           George Wrisle 



subscribers who subscribed our names 
heretoin the presence of the said  
testator and of each other. 
 
 
Henry Fox 
 
Walter Thrall 
 
Samuel House 
 
 
 
 
Hartford County sd? Glastonbury March 4 1840 Personally appeared Henry Fox Walter Thrale and 
Samuel House who made oath that they each saw the above named testator sign and seal this 
instrument? And publish the same as his last will & testament and that they each signed ???? in his 
presence on the ? of its date. 
 
      George Missick? Justice of Peace 
 
 
 
 


